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“A Soft Answer Vs. A Soft Answer”
by Stephen Harper

The wise writer once said,”“A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (Proverbs 15:1). Good advice, indeed.

We would be wise even today to admit that it is much better to give a soft [as opposed to harsh] answer because we will be more
successful in our attempts to persuade others of the truth, be more likely to have others actually hear what we are saying, and have a
greater chance for making friends while diminishing the chance of making more enemies.

Even when others have spoken or acted harshly towards us, the soft answer will
prevent [or at least hinder] an escalation of the conflict or strife, whereas a harsh retort
would only prolong it and incite further anger. In most situations, this proverbial
instruction would be worth heeding.

The wise writer would comment further on the need for a soft answer, reminding us,
“It is honorable for a man to stop striving, since any fool can start a quarrel” (Proverbs
20:3). Many men continually prove themselves foolish in this matter, for they just cannot
let someone else insult them or get in the last, harsh word.

But there is no honor is continuing strife by answering with harsh words when a soft
answer would end the strife. There is no honor in being able to arrogantly say, "I sure
showed him, didn't I?"

I repeat, there is no honor in this.

And it is disappointing to hear adults who are involved in the pettiest of disputes and differences resort to harsh words. What is
worse is when they are confronted, they excuse themselves by acting like a four-year-old, saying, "He said [harsh words] first!" Like
that then gives us an excuse for harshness? Surely we can do better than that! Have we not learned the application of "The Golden
Rule"? Do we not comprehend the meaning of Jesus' words when He said, “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to
them” (Matthew 7:12)? I cannot say it enough, and it is something we should never forget: It doesn't matter what anyone else does, we
must do the right thing.

Children must learn from a young age that they should give a soft answer in reply to the harsh words of their friends and
playmates. They must learn young so when they get older and the words get harsher, they are not tempted to return them in kind.
Teenagers can often be very cruel and unkind in their words, but returning harsh words does not ever make things better. And when
they move out into the working world, they will continue to meet those who are adept at spewing harsh and unkind words, and if they
have learned to respond with a soft answer, it will prevent unhealthy conflicts and set a good example to those who see it.

It is the "in" thing nowadays to have "conflict resolution" classes, but most all conflict could be either ended or avoided altogether
if we would just train our children to give a soft answer, and show them by example. Parents are not exempt from the need to give
soft answers! When your teenager talks back or is simply disobedient, it is very tempting to yell and get angry, but this will only
prolong the conflict. Some parents never see themselves as the cause for the continued conflict, but only justify themselves by saying,



"They did it first!" The same excuse they used when they were four years old and their big brother took their favorite toy. It doesn't
sound any more "grown up" than when you were four years old and it still does not justify harshness!

Abigail is a wonderful example of giving a soft answer and turning away wrath. Her good-for-nothing husband, Nabal, had
refused food for David and his men and sent them away (I Samuel 25:4-12). In his answer, Nabal did not bother to speak kindly to
them, either. One of Nabal's own men reported this to Abigail and said that Nabal had “reviled them” (I Samuel 25:14). When David
heard Nabal's response, he gathered 400 of his men together [with their swords] and went to "convince" Nabal otherwise.

Abigail was far wiser than her husband in such matters and met David as he was coming to destroy Nabal. Abigail gave a soft
answer and did, indeed, turn away the wrath of David (I Samuel 25:18-35). If only our political leaders could see the wisdom in soft
answers, rather than the habit of boastful arrogance about who has the biggest stick or the most dangerous weapon or whose fighters
were the most bloodthirsty! How many lives could be saved?

But let us now turn to another form of “a soft answer.” This one, though, is not what the wise writer meant at all, but a modern
"interpretation" that is becoming increasingly popular among some preaching brethren. This “soft answer” is hailed as the cure for all
conflict and purported to be the "true, Christ-like spirit."

The “soft answer” of which I now speak is, in fact, contrary to plain Bible teaching, but it is promoted as such and any who dares
expose it as false are, of course, guilty of "harsh words"!

It seems many brethren are now "interpreting" the wise writer's words to mean that we should never say anything that might
offend. That's right! And what, exactly, are some of these "offensive words”?”

Some are now saying we cannot say those who deny baptism for the remission of sins are in error; some do not believe that we
should point out the error of the "day-age" theory of creation; some say we should welcome any and all teachings on the subject of
marriage, divorce, and remarriage [and the individuals and couples who have followed those erroneous teachings and who are now
living in adulterous relationships]; and some argue since we are not perfectly correct on all religious issues, we can never say with
absolute certainty we are right on any particular issue."

All of these arguments have been presented and argued and anyone who refuses to cow to their "reasoning" is quickly labeled as
"harsh" because they are unafraid to name names and expose error. [I wonder, though, why they will argue their correctness, since
they simultaneously argue against absolute certainty on any one issue. Are they certain we cannot be certain?]

It seems the “soft answer” for which they stand is really soft preaching. They don't want anyone to say anything that might
offend, or seem like there really is one God, one Christ, and one church. Forbid that anyone should stand firmly on the word of God,
which tells us “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Ephesians 4:4-6). Why, that is harsh and exclusive! If
we say there is only one true church belonging to Christ, that might offend someone! If we say that the false and blasphemous
doctrine of "once saved, always saved" or any other part of that Calvinistic doctrine is repulsive to the mind of God, that is harsh!

What they mean is, "That is not palatable." Yes, I guess it would seem "harsh" to those who reject the pure teaching of the New
Testament of Jesus Christ; those who defend the creeds of men will be offended and it will "exclude" them from salvation. But friends
and brethren, it is the truth. If I am your enemy [or anyone else's enemy] because I speak the truth, so be it (Galatians 4:16) .

I take no pleasure in it and it is not my intent to offend; my aim is to tell you what God would have us to do to be saved, how we
should live on this earth, and what we should expect whether we obey or disobey those words. To some, those words will be harsh
words, but to some who love the truth and who genuinely love the Lord, those words will be received gladly and “with all readiness”
and they will respond positively to it, obeying the will of the Lord. The "harsh" reality is, not all will accept it.

Let us speak the truth “in love” (Ephesians 4:15), but never forget to always speak the truth — even harsh truth.
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News and Notes: Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, Martha Norvell (Mississippi Care),
June Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Debbie Keplinger, Janis Johnson, Daniel Holloway, Tammy Kilgore (Jerry’s niece),
Betty Hurst, Peggy Harville (cancer), Clois Wright, and Dan & Linda Hunt, Mollie Harris, David Taylor,, Danny Cottrell,
Gary Doles, Joe Felks, Randy Beaty, Sherry Doles starts some preventive Chemo treatments soon.

Sam Johnson, and Fred’s grandson Mason was in a four wheeler accident and is expected to recover.

“Lessons From A Great Man— John the Baptist”
Lesson Text: Matthew 11:7-11. John was a “great man.” Let’s learn from him!

l. John’s Character Traits.
A. Simplicity— Matthew 3:3-4.

1. John was in stark contrast to the relative luxury of the Jewish leaders.
2. “Into the wilderness” speaks to John’s priorities.
a. His emphasis wasn’t clothes or food, but time alone with God.
b. Material/Affluence destroying us? We are rich and don’t even know it!

B. Humility— John 1:19-21; 3:25-30.
1. It was John’s job to announce the arrival of “the man.”
2. He could have claimed a following for himself, but only prepared the way
for someone else to be in the spotlight John 1:35-37. (see also Matthew 4:1)
C. Openness— Matthew 11:2-3.
1. He had some questions and doubts. Why?
2. He verbalized them (Ex. Job, Habakkuk, Psalms...).
3. God didn’t cast him away! Jesus reassured him— 11:4-6.
D. Forthrightness — Matthew 3:7.
1. John pointed out sin (great example to all leaders!).
2. Even greater example to us in his face to face encounters— Matthew 14:3-4.
3. He didn’t let King Herod’s prominence affect or hinder him. (Has friendship
ever impacted our duty? John wasn’t a people pleaser! Galatians 1:10).
4. But more than anything else, John the Baptist is remembered for his clear,
straightforward, and very understandable way he communicated truth!

Il. John’s Teaching Traits.
A. His Message.
(1) Repent— Matthew 3:1-2.

(2) Reform— Matthew 3:8.
(3) Restore— Luke 1:17.

B. Negative? — Matthew 3:7-12.

1. Heaven / Hell / Judgment. Sin is NOT ignored!
2.Vs. 10. “Cut down and burn.”




3. Negative preaching or truth preaching? 2 Timothy 4:2-4.

C. Effective? Depends on what we mean....
1. Matthew 3:5-6. Great responses to his preaching!
2. Luke 7:29-30. But Not all, only some affected.

D. Enduring Traits — Matthew 14:1-12.

1. His teaching got him in trouble.
2. He was silenced: “When we don’t like the message —Kill the messenger!”
3. Did his death change the message/ truth? (see Jeremiah 36:23)

A servant is Not a STAR. Devoted to the work, Not honor. Yet, we honor him!



